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split. In[11]fact, notwithstanding the fine promises
that I have just mentioned, we noticed afterwards
so much coldness on all sides, and so great distrust of
us, that we judged it wise to desist entirely from our
visits; more than this, upon the advice that Our Fa-
ther Superior sent us, we remained for some time at
anchor, during the tempest. He wrote to us also
that, at the close of the feast which had interrupted
our council, they had again assembled, and had re-
solved to kill some Frenchman, whoever he might be.

They still continued, however, to console us by
their visits. It seems as if God sent the Chiefs to
us, one after another, to be informed of our proceed-
ings. Even that last one who had so rudely driven
us from his cabin did not hesitate to tell us in our
house that he really believed us to be the authors of
their sickness. Another complained to us that one
of his relatives had expired immediately after our
visit.

If we were engaged in a struggle in this settle-
ment of la Conception, our other Fathers were not
less so at that of St. Joseph, for that locality became
colder and colder towards us, on account of the slan-
ders that certain evil minds were forging from day
to day. There were, indeed, other rumors. Four
barks, it was said, belonging to those who are not
our relatives (they meant the English) ascended, in
spite of all the French, as far as the river des prai-
ries, and those who commanded them maintained
that the [12] black robes were the cause of all the
sickness. It was in vain that we remonstrated with
them, forcibly arguing how incredible the thing
seemed; they persevered in their own notions.

‘Our first Christian informed us of another report,
similar to that of which we wrote last vear, which



